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DEATH INVESTIGATION

Quality education for Iowa's medical examiners and medical examiner investigators

IACME Fall Meeting and Education Expo
Friday-Saturday, November 2-3, 2018

West Des Moines Marriott

Iowa Association of County Medical Examiners



Friday, November 2
7:00 a.m. Exhibitor/Sponsor Setup

8:30 a.m. Exhibit Hall

9:00 - 12:00 p.m. ME-101 (Death Investigation Basics)

Dennis Klein, MD

12:00 -12:55 p.m. Registration/Complimentary Luncheon/Exhibit Hall

12:55 p.m. Welcome Sheila Holcomb, MD, IACME President

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. HAZMAT and Chemical Suicides Captain Bob Suarez

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Prescription Drug Monitoring Jennifer Tiffany, R.Ph

3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Break/Exhibit Hall

3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Forensic Anthropology Heather Garvin, PhD, D-ABFA

4:15 - 5:15 p.m. Incident Command System John Kraemer, PA

5:15 - 6:30 p.m. DUAL SESSION

Cause and Manner of Death (Medical Examiners)

Dennis Klein, MD

Case Studies (Medical Examiner Investigators)

John Kraemer, PA

7:00 a.m. Complimentary Breakfast/Exhibit Hall

7:55 a.m. Welcome Dr. Holcomb

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Pharmacology Primer Geoffrey Wall, PharmD

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. Sharp Force Injuries Stephanie Stauffer, MD

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Break/Exhibit Hall

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. NamUs Melissa Gregory

11:15 - 12:15 p.m. Iowa’s State Medical Examiner System: Annual

Update and Future Outlook Dennis Klein, MD

12:15 - 12:30 p.m. Prize Drawing and Closing Dr. Holcomb

C O N F E R E N C E S C H E D U L E

Saturday, November 3

6:30 - 7:00 p.m. Reception/Exhibit Hall

7:00 p.m. Elections/Annual Banquet

Friday schedule cont.
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7:30 - 9:00 p.m. Investigator Response to a Mass Shooting
in Las Vegas: A Realistic Perspective

Tiffany Brown, D-ABMDI



R E G I S T R A T I O N I N F O

How to register Cancellation policy Registration cost

Who should attend?

The IACME Fall Meeting
and Education Expo is held
the first weekend in
November and is the
premier educational event
for Iowa's death investi-
gation professionals.
Attendees include Medical
Examiners, Medical
Examiner Investigators,
law enforcement, nurses,
EMTs, attorneys, social
workers, funeral directors,
physicians, public officials
and others involved in
death investigation.

- -

There are two ways to register for
the IACME Fall Meeting:

1. Visit the IACME web site,
www.iacountyme.org, Fall
Meeting section. Complete the
interactive registration form and
pay online with a credit card or
PayPal. If you need a receipt or
assistance with registration,
contact Chris Sutton at
515.212.9685.

2. Complete the printable
registration form (attached to the
brochure email) and mail it, with
your check, to: IACME, PO Box
274, Boone, IA 50036.

PLEASE NOTE that a $50 late
fee will be charged for
anyone registering and/or
paying after Friday, October
26.

The following cancellation policy
was approved by the IACME
Board of Directors:

1. Fall Meeting registrants will
receive a full refund if a
cancellation is received before
September 18, 2018.

2. Fall Meeting registrants will
receive a 50 percent refund if a
cancellation is received by
October 2, 2018.

3. No refunds will be issued for
cancellations received after
October 2, 2018.

Fall Meeting registration fees are
as follows:

Physician Member—$250

Physician Non-member—$400

MEI Member—$200

MEI Non-member—$350

Students—$100

Annual banquet
The Friday evening IACME
reception and banquet are free
for meeting registrants. The
charge for a guest is $65.

Both the online registration form
and the printable registration form
ask if you will attend the reception
and banquet and if you plan to
bring guests.

DEATH
INVESTIGATION
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H O T E L I N F O R M A T I O N
DEATH
INVESTIGATIONMeeting materialsHotel rooms Wi-fi available

Special needs

Our sponsors

Fall Meeting speaker handouts,
the meeting schedule, certificate
of attendance and other meeting
materials will be posted online
one week before the conference
for access by registrants.

A password for the Meeting
Materials section of the IACME
web site, www.iacountyme.org,
will be emailed to registrants.
Speakers whose materials are not
made available online will
provide paper copies at the
meeting.

The West Des Moines Marriott is
located at 1250 Jordan Creek
Parkway in West Des Moines. The
hotel has reserved a block of
rooms for IACME Fall Meeting
attendees at the special rate of
$114 per night.

Call 515.267.1500 to reserve
your room. Be sure to identify
yourself as an IACME Fall
Meeting attendee.

The deadline to reserve a room at
the special rate is Thursday,
October 11. If you reserve a
hotel room, you must also pay
your meeting registration fee
by October 11 or cancel your
room reservation.

Wi-Fi will be available in the
meeting rooms at the IACME Fall
Meeting. Attendees with laptops
or tablets will be able to access
presentation materials online by
using their passwords.

If you require auxiliary aids or
services identified by the
Americans with Disabilities Act,
let us know. Layered clothing is
recommended for temperature
variations in the meeting rooms.

4

Our exhibitors and
sponsors help make the
IACME Fall Meeting
possible and we greatly
appreciate their
participation. We urge
you to visit our exhibit
hall during breaks and
meals. Also, please join
us for the Saturday
morning breakfast to
hear brief presentations
from our exhibitors.

The presence of any vendor does
not imply IACME endorsement.



B A N Q U E T P R E S E N T A T I O N 5

Investigator Response to a Mass Shooting in Las Vegas:
A Realistic Perspective

On Sunday evening October 1, 2017 a gunman
opened fire on a crowd of 22,000 people attending
the Route 91 Harvest Music Festival on the Las Vegas
strip. It was the final night of the three-day festival.

Between 10:05 and 10:15 pm, 64-year-old Stephen
Paddock fired more than 1,100 rounds from the
windows of his suite on the 32nd floor of the nearby
Mandalay Bay Hotel, leaving 58 dead and 881
injured. An hour after carrying out the largest mass
shooting in American history, Paddock was found
dead in his room from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.

Among the dead was a northwest Iowa woman, 33-
year-old Carly Kreibaum. Kreibaum, the mother of
two, attended the festival with two friends who said
they got separated from her but saw her get shot.

Dealing with the unprecedented number of victims
presented incredible challenges for the Clark County

Tiffany Brown, D-ABMDI
Clark County (Nevada) Office of the
Coroner/Medical Examiner

The iconic Las Vegas sign was the site of a makeshift memorial to victims
of the biggest mass shooting in American history, October 1, 2017.

Our speaker

She works with all unidentified cases and
assisted in creating national standards as a
member of the National Institute of Justice
(NIJ) National Cold Case Working Group.
She has been closely involved in mass
fatality preparation for the Clark County
Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner
and is a native of Las Vegas, Nevada.

Tiffany Brown, D-ABMDI has been a
Coroner Investigator for the Clark County
Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner
since 2010. In 2015, she was promoted to
Senior Coroner Investigator.

Tiffany has investi-
gated over 2,000
coroner’s cases and
currently serves as the
co-coordinator for the
Coroner Reserve
Academy, classroom
and field training for
future investigators.

Nevada Coroner's Office. This presentation will focus on the
crucial decision-making demanded in the midst of the tragic events
and the need for a game plan in dealing with a mass fatality. Ms.
Brown will also discuss an often over-looked aspect of events as
tragic as this one—how profoundly it can affect MEs and MEIs
who investigate the deaths.
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ME-101—Death Investigation Basics
Dennis Klein, MD

Chemical Suicides Captain Bob Suarez

Designed for new MEs and MEIs or anyone who wants
a refresher course in death investigation, ME-101 is
taught by Dennis Klein, MD. You must be registered for
the IACME Fall Meeting to attend this course.

Topics covered include: common methods of forensic
death investigation, death scene procedure, interagency
etiquette at the scene, principles of documentation,
difficulties estimating time of death, the importance of
maintaining confidentiality, the role of expert witnesses
and basic principles of death certification.

Dennis Klein, MD is Iowa Chief State Medical Examiner, Adjunct Clinical
Assistant Professor with the University of Iowa School of Medicine and Adjunct
Associate Professor of Forensic Pathology with Des Moines University in Des
Moines. He is a diplomate for the American Board of Pathology in anatomic,
clinical and forensic pathology. He received his MD from the University of Vermont
College of Medicine. He completed a residency in anatomic and clinical pathology
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston and fellowships in forensic
pathology at state medical examiner offices in Massachusetts and New Mexico.
Dr. Klein serves on the IACME Board of Directors and is IACME Program Chair.

Chemical suicide is a fairly new phenomenon which
has emerged in the last decade. It typically involves
mixing common household chemicals to create deadly
hydrogen sulfide gas which is lethal in a small
contained area.

Chemical suicides pose a grave danger to first
responders because a cloud of toxic gas remains at
the scene, waiting to be released when a door or
window is opened. Materials used in the suicide can
continue to emit deadly gas for an extended period.
These gases can be lethal even at low concentrations.

To register, check the ME-101 box on the interactive registration form in the Fall
Meeting section of the IACME web site, www.iacountyme.org.

Captain Bob Suarez has been a member of the fire service in Iowa for 20
years. He manages the Des Moines Fire Department’s Hazmat, Technical and
Water Rescue Teams overseeing approximately 125 technicians. Captain Suarez
travels the country teaching as a Master Hazmat/WMD Instructor with the
International Association of Fire Fighters. He has been a paramedic for 15 years
and holds an AAS in fire service management, a BS in emergency and disaster
management and an MS in security studies from the prestigious Naval
Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA.

This presentation will cover how to recognize the hazards for death investigators
associated with this method of suicide, how to assess the need for decontamination
at the scene and precautions that should be taken.
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Navigating Iowa’s Enhanced Prescription
Monitoring Program (PMP)
Jennifer Tiffany, R.Ph

Jennifer Tiffany, R.Ph graduated from Drake University College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences in 1999. She has worked for the Iowa Board of Pharmacy
since 2004. She was a field compliance officer for 12 years before transitioning to
her current role in January 2017 as Associate Director of the Prescription
Monitoring Program. Ms. Tiffany serves as a preceptor for pharmacy students at
Drake and the University of Iowa and also manages the board’s safe medication
disposal program.

Forensic Anthropology: Who, What,
Where, When and Why
Heather Garvin, PhD, D-ABFA

The number of opioid-related deaths in Iowa is increasing,
and Iowa death investigators now have a valuable tool in
investigating those deaths. By law, Iowa pharmacies are
required to report all prescriptions of Schedule II, III and
IV controlled substances to the Iowa Prescription
Monitoring Program (PMP).

A forensic anthropologist is a valuable resource in
identifying decedents and circumstances around their
death when remains are decomposed, burned, mutilated
or otherwise unrecognizable. Forensic anthropologists are
often involved in high profile cold cases.

In 2017, the Iowa Legislature opened the PMP to medical examiners and
medical examiner investigators when the information sought is relevant to a
death investigation. This presentation will cover the history and evolution of
Iowa's Prescription Monitoring Program and how to obtain a practitioner or
medical examiner account with PMP. You will also learn how to query patient
records in PMP and how to interpret the information it provides.

Heather Garvin, PhD, D-ABFA is an Associate Professor of Anatomy at Des
Moines University. She has an MS in biological and forensic anthropology from
Mercyhurst College and a PhD in functional anatomy and evolution from the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Garvin joined DMU from Mercyhurst
University where she taught undergraduate and graduate students in their forensic
anthropology, anthropology, and physician’s assistant programs. She is one of
only 79 active board-certified forensic anthropologists (D-ABFA) in the U.S., and
continues to be involved in forensic anthropology cases.

This presentation will cover the role of the forensic anthropologist in postmortem
examinations. It will also help death investigators identify when a forensic
anthropologist should be consulted in a case. You will also learn to understand
the limits of forensic anthropology in death investigation and how to interpret the
forensic anthropology results.
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Incident Command System—
What is it?
John Kraemer, PA, F-ABMDI

FOR MEDICAL EXAMINERS
Cause and Manner of Death
Dennis Klein, MD (see bio page 6)

DUAL SESSION

FOR MEDICAL EXAMINER INVESTIGATORS
Case Studies
John Kraemer, PA, F-ABMDI

John Kraemer, PA, F-ABMDI is Director of Forensic Operations with the Iowa
Office of the State Medical Examiner. He is Board Certified by the American Board
of Medicolegal Death Investigators and the American Society of Clinical
Pathology. He served as President of the American Board of Medicolegal Death
Investigators and serves on the Society of Medicolegal Death Investigators Board
of Directors. Mr. Kraemer also served as a Lieutenant with the Johnston-Grimers
Metropolitan Fire Depapartment and is a certified fire officer and fire investigator.

What system can be implemented that helps change chaos into
order? How can multiple agencies and responders communicate
despite conflicting terminology? How can responders with special
skills be identified and directed?

The Incident Command System (ICS) is a standardized approach to command,
control and coordination of emergency response, providing a common hierarchy
within which responders from multiple agencies can be effective. ICS is useful when
organizing assets to mitigate such incidents as simple as a motor vehicle accident
to a complex mass casualty scene such as a plane crash, apartment fire or bus
crash. This presentation will cover the evolution and the basic organizational
structure of the ICS. Attendees will also learn how the ICS would be implemented
in a mass fatality event.

Because statistical data derived from death certificates can be no more
accurate than the information provided on the certificate, it is very important
that medical examiners strive not only for complete registration, but also for
accuracy and promptness in reporting these events. Cause and manner of
death declarations are particularly important.

This session for medical examiners will cover the criteria for cause of death
statements and provide reasoning for manner of death determinations.

For death investigators, case studies are a valuable teaching tool because they
demonstrate how knowledge and theory are applied. They present an
opportunity to learn by evaluating the actions of death investigators in an
actual case. What was done correctly? What could have been done better?
What does the case teach us that we can use in future cases? In this session,
four actual Iowa cases will be presented and discussed.
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Toxicology—Update on Over-the-Counter
and Illicit Drugs
Geoffrey Wall, PharmD, FCCP, BCPS

Sharp Force Injuries
Stephanie Stauffer, MD

Deaths related to a drug overdose have risen in nearly
every state due to the explosion of addiction to
prescription painkillers and illicit drugs such as heroin or
methamphetamine. Though most people associate drug
overdose deaths with powerful illegal drugs, many
Americans also overdose on over-the-counter medications
such as Tylenol, Advil and Benadryl.

Geoffrey Wall is a professor of pharmacy practice with the Drake University
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. He is also an in-patient pharmacist at
Iowa Methodist Medical Center. Dr. Wall has a wealth of knowledge concerning
medication use, side effects and medication safety. Other areas of interest include
infectious diseases and gastrointestinal and rheumatoid diseases. He has also
conducted research on drug allergies. He holds a BS in pharmacy from the
University of Utah and a Doctor of Pharmacy from Idaho State. He joined the
Drake University faculty in1999.

This presentation will cover laboratory methods for detecting drugs during a post-
mortem investigation and over-the-counter drug toxicity as it relates to medical
examiners. It will also cover the newer illicit drugs, including their symptoms, signs
of intoxication and laboratory detection. Stephanie Stauffer, MD is a Clinical Assistant Professor with the

University of Iowa Department of Pathology, specializing in forensic
pathology. She earned her BS from Millersville University in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania and her MD from the University of Iowa Carver College of
Medicine. She completed a residency in anatomic and clinical pathology
at the University of Iowa Hospitals and a fellowship in forensic pathology
with the Hennepin County Medical Examiner’s Office in Minneapolis. In
2015, she received the Paul E. Strandjord Young Investigator Award from
the Academy of Clinical Laboratory Physicians and Scientists.

Injuries caused by pointed objects or objects with
sharp edges have been documented as far back as
Biblical times. Even with the advent of modern-day
injury types such as gunshot wounds, electro-
cutions and motor vehicle crashes, sharp force
injuries have remained relatively common in the
world of death investigation.

As society has evolved, more "advanced" sharp force injury types have
emerged. This presentation will focus on defining sharp force injuries, a
discussion of the three types of sharp force injuries and how to examine
and document sharp force injuries.
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NamUs—Resources for Missing and
Unidentified Person Cases
Melissa Gregory

Iowa’s State Medical Examiner System:
Annual Update and Future Outlook
Dennis Klein, MD (see bio on page 6)

Melissa Gregory is a regional program specialist with the National Missing and
Unidentified Persons System (NamUs). She formerly served as the Case Analysis
Unit (CAU) Supervisor for the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC). Prior to joining NCMEC, Ms. Gregory worked with a corporate law firm
in Denver, Colorado and interned with the Denver Police Department's Crime
Analysis Unit, Crime Scene Investigation Unit, and coroner's office. She graduated
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a Bachelor's Degree in criminal justice
with a minor in psychology, and she holds a Master's Degree in criminal
investigative psychology.

According to the National Missing and Unidentified
Persons System (NamUs), approximately 4,400 uniden-
tified bodies are recovered annually. Over 1,000 of
those remain unidentified a year later. NamUs is a
national information clearinghouse and resource center
for missing, unidentified and unclaimed person cases.

NamUs resources are provided at no cost to law enforcement, medical examiners,
allied forensic professionals and family members of missing persons. This presen-
tation will include a demonstration of how to use NamUs, information on the
benefits of using NamUs and how to utilize NamUs biometric resources.

It's been an eventful year for the Iowa Office
of the State Medical Examiner. A badly-
needed increase in autopsy fees was
approved by the State Administrative Rules
Committee and went into effect July 1. The
increase has allowed hiring of a new forensic
pathologist. Dr. Kelly Kruse of Baltimore joined
the IOSME staff in July following completion of
a forensic pathology fellowship.

In this presentation, attendees will be updated
on staff changes and improvements to the
IOSME laboratories. The presentation will
also cover efforts at standardization in cause of death statements, an upcoming
web portal for death investigation reporting and the need for forensic autopsies
when indicated.


